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Preliminary  estimates  of  the  number  of  turkeys  raised  in  1944  indicate  a  record  crop  of 
35.7  million  birds.  This  probably  represents  a  continuation  of  an  upward  trend  in  Turkey  pro- 
duction that  prevailed  in  the  I930's  and  which  was  temporarily  halted  in  1941.  Especially  pro- 
nounced have  been  increases  in  areas  close  to  consuming  centers  and  in  areas  with  relatively 
favorable  feed  supplies. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


AVERAGE 

CUERXST 

MONTH 

ITEM 

UNIT 

1943 

1944 

AS  PERC 

1ST  OF 

Y5AR 

AVEfi  - 

PESIOD 

JULY 

AUGUST 

JULY 

AUGUST 

JULY 

AUGUST 

EAKLIEB 

ACE 

Mi  I  lion 

19t3-4S 

286.6 

249  .  8 

881.4 

817.0 

386.  4 

8  28.0 

1)2 

180 

limber 

1983-42 

12.94 

11.  83 

18.  70 

It.  23 

18.  77 

12.  4 1 

»  1 

110 

Total  fam  prodaction  of  eggs  .... 
Stocks,   eggs,  0.    S. :  * 

Mil.  doz. 

lttS-4S 

zrs.s 

286.8 

878.4 

828.  2 

886!t 

884.  2 

10  3 

142 

1,000  case 

19  83-4  2 

T,  797 

7,  281 

ft  ftTft 

9  86 1 

7,  680 

102 

106 

1988-42 

4.049 

8,  986 

9  866 

9,  168 

V,  86 1 

9,  906 

108 

25  2 

1,000  case 

19  88-42 

11.917 

IL  1«7 

17,  948 

is!  69  2 

19.  7  12 

1?!  686 

106 

157 

Mil.  lb. 





96.7 

108 . 7 

— 

— 

i^pareat  egg  disappearance,  ciTilias: 

Mil.  doz. 

1983-42 

ffS.t 

808. 8 

816.0 

816.  4 

102 

114 

Mil.  lb. 

— 

— 

— 

ID  I 

18.  2 

8 1.  6 

168 

Cormercial  hatchery  operations 

Mi  I  lion 

— 

— 

— 

iv  « .  a 

76.0 

i  1.  6 

9  9.  9 

87.  8 

50 

— 

Million 

1983-42 

U.  1 

18.0 

ft  t  1 

61.6 

82.  8 

24.  8 

48 

166 

Receipts: 

140 

PoDltry,   dressed,   four  markets    .  .  . 

Mil.  lb. 

198»-42 

U.2 

U.9 

mm.  9 

10  A 

99  .  9 

36.  3 

126 

Ponltry,  IItc,  Chicago   

Mil.  lb. 

19  88- 4 1 

6.8 

6.1 

A  A 

«.  % 

K  9 
9.  9 

1  9 

0.  9 

V4 

96 

Pool  try,  liTe,  New  York   

Mil.  lb. 

19  81-4  2 

9.4 

9.8 

1*.  1 

111 
1 1.  * 

W  .  9 

11.  6 

102 

lao 

Ponltry,  lire,  Midwest,  per  plant  .  . 

1,000  lb. 

19  88-42 

U.98 

19.  89 

tl  8T 

0 1 

8 1. 63 

28.  12 

38.  64 

106 

178 

Fowl  (hens),   liye.   Midwest,  per  plant 

1,000  lb. 

1988-42 

9.  28 

8.46 

11  ft? 

18. 98 

17.  18 

16. 98 

114 

£9 

Young  stock,   lire.  Midwest,  per  plant 

■1,000  lb. 

19  88-42 

6.*l 

I0.4T 

ft  07 

»  .  w  1 

IB.  96 

K .  27 

17.09 

101 

168 

Stocks,  poultrr 

Mil.  lb. 

1988-42 

«.( 

9.0 

2,  f 

6.6 

6.0 

9.  1 

167 

101 

Mil.  lb. 

1988-42 

1.8 

8.0 

8.  8 

6.  4 

7.  8 

10.  4 

198 

847 

Boasters  

Mil.  lb. 

19  83-4  2 

6.8 

t.  1 

8.9 

7.  4 

18.  6 

19.  2 

259 

376 

Mil.  lb. 

1988-42 

Vt.7 

18.6 

11. 0 

16.0 

41.  6 

60.9 

318 

r7 

Mil.  lb. 

1983-42 

U.  2 

10.0 

6. 6 

6.  2 

28. 8 

22.  4 

481 

224 

Mil.  lb. 

1988-42 

8.1 

8. 1 

1.  2 

8.  2 

7.7 

9.8 

806 

121 

MiscellaneoBs  and  inclassified    .  .  . 

Mil.  lb. 

1188-42 

18.8 

14.8 

W .  2 

It.  8 

81.0 

88.  8 

811 

•68 

Mil.  lb. 

1988-48 

<1. 1 

68.0 

88!  9 

66.  8 

14  1. 7 

160.0 

289 

264 

Prices  received  by  fanners: 

Cent 

1988-42 

U.« 

21.  1 

16.  8 

88. 8 

81.  2 

88.0 

86 

166 

Sgga,  parity  price  per  dozes  .... 

Cent 

1988-48 

84.  1 

28.8 

11.  1 

li  6 

O*  .  V 

88.7 

86.  2 

loe 

18* 

Percent 

1988-42 

80 

78 

111 

111 

114 

98 

9 1 

81 

117 

Cent 

1988-42 

14.6 

14.4 

Ifi  1 

26. 6 

24.  2 

24.  1 

94 

167 

Chickens,  parity  price  per  pond    .  . 

Cent 

1*33-42 

14.8 

14.8 

Ifl  T 

187 

lO  .  1 

lo.  9 

11  I 

L9  .  9 

104 

181 

Chickens,   percentage  of  parity    .  .  . 

Percent 

1933-42 

98 

9« 

1 1K 
low 

117 

lU 

124 

91 

120 

Cent 

19  38-  42 

16.  6 

16.7 

9ft  i 

tt  1 

Ml  1 
w .  1 

80.  7 

»7 

194 

Turkeys,  parity  prict  per  pooad     ,  . 

Cent 

1938-42 

18.9 

18.9 

91  A 

So.  V 

U  6 

69.  9 

24.  5 

24.  6 

104 

180 

Turkeys,  percentage  of  parity     .  .  . 

Percent 

1938-  42 

82 

83 

191 
1  £  1 

1 11 

1  OA 

128 

126 

102 

151 

HI  farm  cannodities  11910-14=  SO) 

Index  no. 

198»-42 

108 

109 

141 
19  9 

19  1 

MM  9 

19  2 

19  8 

101 

177 

Chickens  and  eggs  (19U>-U=  100) 

Index  no. 

193»-4t 

101 

106 

18  1 
10  o 

10  1 

lo  9 

lis 

1«  9 

17 1 

89 

161 

Vkolesale  prices,  Chicago: 

84 

160 

EkKS>   standards,  per  dozen          .  .  . 

Cent 

198»-48 

20. 8 

21.6 

88.  8 

ill 

88. 4 

84.  4 

Lire  heavy  hens,  per  pound  .... 

Cent 

19  88-  42 

17.2 

17.8 

24. 0 

24:# 

24."  f 

84.8 

K8 

189 

Cent 

19  88  -  42 

19.2 

18.9 

27.  6 

27.  2 

27.  8 

26.  6 

94 

186 

Cent 

19  88-  48 

U.i 

18.8 

27.  6 

Xf !  2 

ft  ',  4 

26.  6 

94 

187 

Lire  roasters,  heavy,  per  pound     .  . 

Cent 

1938-42 

21.8 

19.  2 

97  ft 
il  .  9 

91  .  9 

1 

0  .  o 

26. 6 

97 

138 

Vbolesale  prices.   New  JorkL 

Dressed  broilers,    25-10  pounds  per 

171 

Dressed  roasters,   48-54  pounds  per 

Cent 

19  83-42 

ta.4 

21.8 

86.  6 

86.  6 

87.  4 

87.  8 

1)2 

Cent 

1988-48 

U.t 

26.  1 

86.  6 

86. 6 

87.  6 

87.  2 

U)2 

148 

Dressed  fowls,    48-64  pounds  per 

1*8 

Cent 

1988-48 

28.8 

X.6 

11  ft 

0  9.  9 

81.  6 

83. 6 

33.  6 

1)3 

Cash  fann  income 

Totid  marketings  

Mil.  dol. 

19  88-  42 

814 

918 

X  644 

1771 

♦  •  '  o 

1,  80  2 

10  4 

197 

Ponltry  and  eggs   

Mil.  dol. 

1988-  42 

89 

38 

196 

186 

180 

92 

2B2 

Price  ratios: 

Lb.  feed 

1988-42 

16.8 

16.  2 

1 1.  9 

1*.  9 

11  7 
IS. ' 

12.  2 

11.  6 

91 

7* 

Chicago,   light  roaster-feed      ,  .  .  . 

Lb.  feed 

19  88-  42 

18.4 

16.  1 

1 1.  9 

1  O 

12. 7 

1X.7 

12.0 

94 

79 

H.  f*0i 

1988-42 

14.7 

16.9 

17.  1 

18.  2 

18. 6 

14.6 

80 

92 

Lb.  feed 

1988-42 

11.0 

10.9 

111 

11  t 

lo.  V 

10 . 6 

10 . 7 

89 

98 

Lb.  feed 

19  37-42 

11.* 

12.8 

11  A 
19.  9 

111 

10.  9 

18.  1 

13.  6 

101 

111 

Lb.  feed 

— 

— 

— 

1  1  1 
11.  1 

11.  6 

8.  6 

9 .  1 

79 

Dollar 



— 

— 

9 .  99 

8.  86 

t.  66 

3.  64 

108 

Feed  cost  per  cwt. ,   fam  poultry  ration 

Dollar 

1983-42 

L  86 

1.  8« 

2.  18 

1.  18 

2!  29 

2.  28 

106 

166 

Wholesale  food  prices  (  I9>S-S9  =  100) 

Index  no. 

19  88-48 

98.8 

H)0.  1 

186!  6 

188.8 

188.8 

99 

186 

Retail  food  prices  (BSS-W  =  WOl 

Index  no. 

1933-42 

U  L  3 

101.7 

189. 0 

187.  2 

187. 4 

99 

18* 

Prices  paid  by  fanners  including  inter- 

170 

104 

181 

est  and  taxes  (191)- 14=  100)      .  .  . 

Index  no. 

1983-42 

ISO 

130 

164 

164 

170 

Retail  prices  (BLS): 

Roasters,   dressed,  per  pound       .  .  . 

Cent 

1988-42 

32.0 

82.0 

44.6 

44.  8 

46.  1 

Vl 

141 

Eggs,   strictly  fresh,  per  dozen      .  . 
Noaagri cultural  employees  compeus&- 

Cent 

1933-42 

34.  2 

34.8 

64.  2 

69.  2 

62.7 

97 

164 

261.9 

111 

146 

Index  no. 

1983-4  2 

107.0 

109.  1 

236.8 

2*7.6 

End  of  month.     Frozen  eggs  converted  to  ca«e  equivalent. 

"TresJi  firsts  July  and  Aigutt  1933-43  averoge.  Current  Receipts,  July  1-  11,  1943;  standardi,  44  pounds,  July  11-31,  Ajgust  1943. 
and  July,   Aigust  1944. 
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THE    POULTRY    AND    EGG  SITUATION 


Content  s 

Page 

Summary    ,   3 

Recent  Developments    5 

Outlook   10 

Shell  Egg  Holdings  at  35  Markets 
as  a  Basis  for  Estimating  Total 
Cold  Storage  Holdings    H 


Summary 

Prices  received  "by  farmers  for  eggs  during  the  next  6  months  are 
expected  to  be  less  than  in  the  ssme  months  of  19^3-^^.     Although  egg 
production  will  he  smaller  in  the  same  period,   compared  with  the  fourth 
quarter  of  19^3  and  the  first  quarter  of  19*4^1  the  decreased  requirements 
for  drying  -ourposes  plus  the  record  storage  stocks  of  frozen  and  shell 
eggs  v/ill  prohably  leave  a  greater  quantity  of  egg  products  available  for 
civilian  purposes. 

The  farm  Thrice  for  turkeys  during  the  19'+U-U5  marketing  season 
will  rjroba'bly  average  at  least  as  much  as  in  the  I9U3-UU  season,  Turkey 
production  is  estimated  at  about  one-half  billion  pounds,  dressed  weight 
sorae'-'hat  more  than  20  million  pounds  above  previous  estim.ates  based  on 
the  intentions  report.     This  is  8  percent  above  last  year,  and  exceeds 
Toroduction  in  any  other  previous  year  on  record.     However,  high  consumer 
incomes  and  heavy  non-civilian  demands  vail  probably  result  in  a  poten- 
tial civilian  demand  exceeding  available  supr^lies,  and  wholesale  and  re- 
tail prices  vill  be  at  ceiling  levels. 


SEPTSM33H  19^^  -  k  -  .  ' 

¥ith  one-fifth  fe^-Ter  chickens  raised  on  farms  in  19*4^  than  in  19^-3, 
marketing's  of  -noultry  meat  .1-uring  the  next  fe^-;  months  v.dll  "be  l^elow  those 
of  last  yea-^,     Desnite  re^^ord  receirits  d-'jiring  the  I9U3-UU  marVetii.g 
season,  wholesale  and  retail  "orices  of  most  classes  of  -Doultry  meat  during 
the  ^month  T^eriod,  October  l^Uj-January  I9UU,  v;ere  at  or  near  ceiling 
levels.     Since  consumer  incomes  are  not  very  different  this  year  from  last 
and  as  supplies  of  po^altry,  and  possibly  of  red  meat,  will  "be  helov/  Isst 
year,  prices  received  "by  farmers  for  poultry  meat  may  be  slightly  higher 
than  the  prices  of  a  year  ago^ 

Egg  production  in  August  v;as  33^  million  dozen  (11. 1  million  cases), 
3  percent  a"bove  the  previous  Au^st  record  in  l'r'^3a     There  v;ere  E  percent 
more  layers  on  farms  and  the  rate  of  lay  v-as  1  -oercent  higher  than  in 
August  last  year,     ?or  the  first  8  months  of  19"^^.  ^SS  'Droducticn  totaled 
3.7  "billion  dozen,  6  percent  above  the  previous  record  in  19^3.    Exce-ot  for 
19^+2  and  19'^3»  farm  egg  production  for  the  first  S  months  of  19^^  exceeded 
the  12— month  total  in  any  -orevious  year  on  record,     3gg  -oroduction  is  ex- 
"oected  to  "be  small^'r  in  the  fourth  quarter  this  year  than  last,  reflecting 
the  smaller  n^m"bf=r  of  chickens  raised  last  s-nring. 

The  farm  "orice  for  eggs  on  Aug-ast  I5  ^-^as  33»C  cents,   1.8  cents  above 
the  mid-July  nrice  but  5.8  c°nts  below  that  of  August  15»  19^3.     Since  mid- 
August,  viholesale  prices  have  shov/n  about  usual  s'=asonal  increases,  es- 
pecially on  ton  gra„des.     Most  of  the  better  grades  are  selling  at  or  near 
ceiling  levels.     However,   quotations  on  lower  grades  and  eggs  in  weight 
classifications  below  large  a,re  belov;  ceilings, 

—  September  20,  19^+^ 
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RECHIvrT  DEV5IL0PME1TTS  , 

Angus t  Bgg  Production  Exceeds 
Any  Previons  Augugt 

3gg  •nroduction  on  farms  during  August  was  33^  million  dozen  (ll.l 
million  cases),   3  •nsr.c.ent  above  the  Torevious  August  record  of  I9U3. 
Contributing  to  this  increase  were  an  average  of  2  -oercent  more  layers 
on  farms  and  a  1  -oercent  greater  rate  of  lay  than  last  year.     For  the 
first  ^  months  of  19UU  egg  r)roduction  totaled  3.7  "billion  do-^en,  6 
•oercent  above  the  -previous  record  of  laf^t  year,  and  larger  than  the 
annual  total  for  any  year  r)rior  to  l^US.  . 

The  average  number  of  layers  on  farms  in  August  was  re-oorted  at 
323  million  layers,  almost  2  nercent  above  last  year  and  3Q  -oercent 
above  the  19  3^-^2  August  average.     Diaring  January  19UU,  the  average 
number  of  layers  on  farms  was  5  percent  above  the  -orevious  year. 
Significant  "oercentage  changes  in  average  munber  of  layers  over  la^t 
year  took  place  from  March  through  July.     The  following  gives  the 
-percentage  increase  of  the  average  number  of  layers  in  19^^  from  that 
in  corresponding  months  of  19^3. 

January  5»0  percent  ■  May  J,.^  -oercent 

February  5.I        "  June  2.0  " 

March  5.5        "  July  I.5  " 

April  5.0        "  August  1.9  " 

The  number  of  -nullets  not  of  laying  age  on  farms  during  August  averaged 
2*^7  million  birds,  16  percent  below  that  of  August  I9U3,  but  10  percent 
.above  the  average  nimber  on  farms  during  August  in  the  1937-^2  perio-l... 

The  rate  of  lay  during  Augu-st  was  12,1+  eggs  per  layer,  and  was 
higher  than  in  any  previous  year.    This  year,  thus  far,  the  rate  of  lay 
has  been  high; for  the  fir=;t  S  months  of  l^kk  it  exceeded  the  19^2 
record  high  of  111,3  eggs  per  layer  by  0.9  egg.    The  increase  in  the 
rate  of  lay  has  been  due  primarily  to  improved  breeding  flocks  and 
better  management  practices,. 

3gg  Prices  and  3gg-Feed  Ratio 
Rise  Seasonally 

The  average  price  received  by  farmers  in  mid-August  for  eggs — 
33.0  cents  per  dozen— ^was  l^S  "cents  higher '  than' in  mi-d-July,  a  somewhat 
less  than  usual  seasonal  gain.    The  August  price  was  91  percent  of 
parity,  and  was  5«S  cents  below  the  August  I5,  19^3,  average  farm  price 
for  eggs.     Since  mid-August,  wholesale  prices,  especially  on  top  grades, 
have  advanced  about  the  usual  seasonal  amounts,  and  quotations  for  some 
of  the  better  grades  in  mid-September  were  at  or  near  ceiling  levels. 
Although  lo^'/er  grades  and  eggs  in  weight  classifications  below  large 
are  selling  below  ceilings,  some  seasonal  advances  since  August  I5 
have  been  recorded.    The  price  at  Hew  York  City  for  U.S.  Extras,  No.  1, 
large  advanced  3.3  cents  from  August  15  to  September  15i  and  was  at  the 
ceiling.      Current  receipts  at  Chicago  on  September  I5  were  Quoted  at 
37  cents,  or  3»7  cents  below  the  ceiling",  but  3  cents  above  August  l5» 
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-he  increr-pe  in  ■nrice'^  for  "bettpr  eTFcles  is  -orinprily  a  reflection 
of  seasonally  declining  suT)"Dlies  of  fresh  egrs,    ''.'ith  consTomer  incoir.e  at 
high  levels,  demand  for  the  to-o  grade?  is,  in  soine  instances,  exceeding 
available  sur)"olies.     Some  of  the  advance  in  the  lo'er  grades  may  have 
heen  due  to  the  announcement  hy  ^ajr  Fond  Administration  on  Aiigast  1^  that 
during  SeiDtemter  it  v;ould  purchase  the  total  outiout  of  an  egg  dryer's  -nlant, 
■orovided  the  contractor  certified  to  the  ^"".se  of  currently  loroduced  eggs. 
The  WFA  -orogram- TDreviously  announced  vSs  to  "buy  a  maximum  of  50  "nercent 
of  a  manufacturer's  capacity  for  the  nonths  of  Se-otemher,  19^^  through 
January  19 U5. 

-he  egg-feed  -nrice  relationshi-o  imnroved  from  mid-July  to  mid- 
Aug'jst,  "but  vas  still  "belovr  the  IC-year  (1933-4-2)  average.    However,  the 
eg<e--feed  ratio  showed  greater  relative  gains  than  other  livestock-feed 
ratios.     The  increase  in  the  ratio  was  due  mainly  to  seasonally  higher 
egg  T)rices,     Feed  prices  rem.ained  comuaratively  stahle. 


Tahle  1.- 

-  Livestock- feed 

"orice  ratios^ 

S-oecif  ied 

months 

Satio  ] 

J-aly  15  : 
a ''•erase  1/  : 

Augast  15  ' 
averasre  1/  : 

July  15 

i9-:4 

:  --ugust  15 
:  1^44 

Sgg-f eed 
Foul try- feed 
Milk- feed 
But terfat- feed 
Hog- corn 

14.7 
11.0 

lol4 
22.3 

:  .10,8 

15.9 
10. Q 

1.21 

23,4 

11.3 

13.6 

10.6 

2/  1,28 

2/23,2 

10.9 

14.6 

10.7 

2/  1.31 

2/23.2 
11.5 

1,/  For  egg-and  chicVen-f eed,  the  -oerlod  is  1933-42.  i!or  other  radios, 
it  is  1923-42. 

2/  Includes  an  allowance  for  dairj-  riroduction  uar/ments. 


Dried  and  Fro z en  Fgg  Production 
for  First  7  ^^^onths  at 
Record  Levels 

Although  the  facilities  a^'ailahle  for  the  nroduction  of  dried  and 
frozen  eges  ^^ere  not  very  different  in  1944-  from  those  in  1943»  "oroduction 
of  these  T^roduc-ts  during  the  first  7  months  of  1P44  exceeded  that  of  the 
■orevious  r-cord  -oroduced  in  1943-    Dried  egg  -nroduction  compared  with 
19'-l2  and  1943  was  as  follows: 


Total  ;  Total 

Year:  Jan.  :  Feh,,  :  Mar„   :  Apr.  :    May  :  June  :  July  :  Jan.-  :  Jan.- 

 :  I  :  :  :  :  July  :  Dec. 

:  1,000    1,000    1,000    1,000    1,000    1,000    1,000    1,000  :i,ooo 

:     llD.        Ih.        lb,        1^,        Ih,        11:.        Ih.        I'd.  Ih. 


1942:10,77^  14,566  19,691  22,524  22,192  22,232  23,399  135,92s  235,649 
1^43:12,000  20,878  23,885  2q,56o  28,472  23,8^9  20,618  159,302  261,^72 
1944:21,565  26,206  31,060  33,l"^2  35,234  32,513  .31,517  211,267 
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The  large  increase  in  dried  egs;  production  in  the  first  7  i^onths 
of  this  year  over  last  year  was  nrimarily  due  to  modifications  in  the 
dried  eg<=-  -nrocurement  urogram  of  the  War  Food  Administration.     In  19^3, 
a  large  -oart  of  purchases  was  made  for  delivery  in  the  last  half  o^  the 
year.    The  nricing  arrangement  in  19^3  made  it  i^rof itahl e  for  vendors 
to  contract  for  delivery  a.fter  the  flush  season  of  egg  production. 
Since  Hay  19UU,  -orices  -naid  for  dried  egg  have  "been  on  a  cost-^lus 
"basis,  so  that  manufacturers  found  it  desirable  to  make  most  of  their 
sales  during  the  -period  of  flush  egr  -nrodnction.    Also,   forward  contracts 
(Sc-otemher  1 9 ^^H- January'  19^5)  were  not  entered  into  by  WIA  unless  dehydra- 
tors  }iad  sold  un  to  SO  -oercent  of  their  A-nril-Augij.st  ca.pacity. 

Frozen  efTg  -nrodnction  for  the  first  J  months  of  com-oared 
v/ith  previous  years  was  as  follows: 


Year 

Jan, 

■ 

Feb.   :  Mar. 

A-nr, 

May 

:            : Total  :■  Total 
June  :  July  :  Jan,-:  Jan.- 
:            :July     :  Eec. 

19  U2 

10U3  : 
IQ^-^  ' 

1,000  1,000    1,000      1,000    1,000    1,000    1,000    1,000  1,000 
lb.      lb.      lb.            lb.        lb.      lb.          lb.      lb.  lb. 

3,075  13,6?6  U2^f^G    59.001  57,090  52»750  17,755  2U5,qg3  257,631 
3,iUo  I8,i6g  5^,760  79,000  Q5,6oo  83,172  50,735  3^9.575  ^12,615 
11,706  3?,U?;o  7^,703  ?9, 000105,^76  7?,q3i  52,76^  U.5i,UUo 

The  frozen  e^g  industry  has  been  exioanding  since  the  early  1930's. 
The  exoansion  during  the  19  30's  was  -orimarily  due  to  the  increased  uses 
for  "'^ro'^en  egg  in  the  manufacture  of  -orocessed  items,   especially  by  the 
bakery  industry.     Further  expansion  in  the  frozen  eg^  industry  since 
19^1  came  about  because  of  the  increased  requirements  for  frozen  ege^s 
to  be  us&d  in  drying  during  the  fall  months.     In  19^4,  however,  the 
reauirements  for  later  drying  are  not  as  hea^/y  as  in  the  T)revious 
2  years,  and  the  great  increase  in  -oroduction  during  the  first  7 
months  of  19^-^-  was  nrobably  due  largely  to  the  low  egg  prices  in  the 
srjring.     Heceints  were  so  hea-vy  during  the  flush  season  in  order  to  keep 
egsT  suT)T)lies  in  a  suitable  form,  many  in  the  industry  broke  and  froze 
egs:s  for  later  sale  and  use. 

Se-Qtpmber  1  Shell  and  Frozen  Bgg  Stocks 
5  Percent  Abbve  last  Year's  Record 

The  total  ef --.shell  and  frozen  egg  holdings  on  September  1  amounted  t 
17.6  million  cases  (shell  egg  case  equivalent),.-  and  •  exceeded  last  year's 
record  holdings  for  that  date  by  900,000  cases.     Shell  egg  holdings  in  cold 
storage  on  Se-otember  1  v.'ere  7,7  million  cases,  1.5  million  cases  above  last 
year  and thc>highe st  for  that  date  since  1937.     The  out-of-storage  movement 
of  shell  eggs  during  August  v.ras  the  heaviest  on  record,  and  amounted  to  1,7 
million  cases.     Part  of  this  record  withdrav/al  resulted  from  V/PA  sales  to 
driers,  mainly  of  eggs  held  in  warehouses  with  inadequate  facilities. 
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Fro-^en  egg  holdings  on  Septerater  1  were  371' 5  niillion  poTinds ,  a  de- 
crease of  17  million  pounds  from  August  1.     Stocks,  however,  were  ^-5  raillion 
pounds  atove  last  year  and  were  the  highest  for  Septentier  1  ever  recorded. 

Dried  egg  holdings  during  August  increased  I3  million  pounds,  and  v;ere 
reported  as  totaling  IOS.7  million  po^onds  on  September  1.     There  are  no  com- 
para"ble  figures  for  dried  egg  holdings  in  previous  years. 

For  the  first  time,  the  Septem^ber  Cold  Storage  Report  carried  G-overnraenI 
stocks  (military  and  WFA)  as  reported  "by  the  warehouses.     In  previous  months 
the  renort  indicated  V/PA-OTOed  stocks  as  reported  "by  the  Office  of  Distrihution' 
"but  nilitary  stocks  were  not  shovm..     G-overnment  stocks  of  frozen  and  shell  eggs 
v;ere  reported  at  2.U  million  cases  (shell  egg  equivalent),  which  leaves  the  e- 
quivalent  15*0  million  cases  of  commercially  ov/ned  eggs.     Holdings  of  dried  egg 
"by  the  military  and  WA  totaled  7*5  million  cases  (shell  egg  equivalent)  on 
September  1.     Commercial  stocks  of  dried  egg  totaled  3*'+  millron  cases  (shell 
egg  equivalent)   on  that  date. 

Table    2«-  Cold  storage  of  egg  products:     Specified  dates 


I 


Egg 
product 


Shell   

Frozen  2/. 
Dried  ff.. 


1,000  cases 


7,680 
S,906 

io,g6g 


Sept.  1,  194^ 
non-Government 
_Ciin.£dJiQldin^. 
1,000  cases 


6,216 
3,362 


Sept.  1,  1943 
tot-1 

 hoXdi_ngs_J-Z- 

1,000  cases 


7,529 
9,163 


1,000  cases 


7,062 
3,!44l+ 


TJ     Includes  WA  (formerly  FSCC)  holdings. 

2/    Case  equi"valent  converted  an  basis  of "  37*  5  pounds  to  ' the  "case. 
_3/    Case  equivalent  converted  on  basis  of  10  pounds  to  the  case. 

Record  ITumber  of  Turkeys  Raised  in  IQ^ 

The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  estim.ates  that  35-7  million  turkeys 
vrill  be  raised  in  19^U.     This  is  g  percent  above  last  year  and  K  percent  above 
the  previous  record  crop  of  19^0.     Preliminary  estimates  based  on  the  intentions 
report  of  February-  I5  indicated  a  crop  of  only  33" S  million  turkeys. 


V/ith  g  percent  more  breeding  hens  than  last  year,  the  supply  of  hatching 
eggs,  which  was  a  limiting  factor  to  production  in  19^3,  ^^as  s\ifficient  to  meet 
the  demand  and  bring  about  the  record  production.     Improved  feed  supplies, 
favorable  weather,  and  consumer  incomes  at  levels  indicating  a  strong  demand  foi 
all  turkeys  raised,  resulted  in  production  reaching  the  record  heights.  The 
greatest  increases  were  in  the  North  Atlantic  and  Horth  Central  States  (see 
cover  chart) . 
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This  is  the  first  year  that  the  numher  of  turkeys  raised  is  above 
the  intentions  as  reported  in  reT3r\2aryo    Tor  the  past  7  years^  BIS  has 
heen  issuing  both  an  intentions  report  in  February  and  in  August 3  a 
preliminary  estimate  of  the  number  of  turkeys  raisedo    Comparisons  between 
the  intentions  and  the  estimated  production  are  as  follows i 


Year  °  Intentions  as  percentage  1  Estimated  production  as  per» 
8    .      of  previous  year         g      centage  of  preyioiis  yeeur 
0  Per sent  Percent 

0 
0 


193s  8 

106 

lOU 

1939  s 

12? 

125 

1940  8 

105 

102 

I9UI  g 

97 

97 

I9U2  § 

log 

100 

19^3  8 

112 

100 

iSkh  8 

102 

10s 

0 


September  1  Cold  Storage  Steaks  of 
Poultry  Continue  at  Record 
Levels 

Total  cold  storage  stocks  of  poultry  on  September  1  were  I60  million 
poundSp  almost  3  times  those  of  September  l^  19^3d         ^  record  for  September 
The  net  input  ©f  18 o 3  million  pounds  in  August  was  a  record  for  that  mcntho 
Poultry  cold  storage  stocks  ha^e  been  running  highp  especially  of  roasters 
and  fowlf,  because  of  large  non=civilian  requirements© 

Marketings  of  Young  Stock  Increasing 
Seasonally  but  Below  Last  Year 

Marketings  of  young  stock  exceeded  marketings  of  fowl  for  the  first 
time  this  year  in  the  week  ended  August  12o  as  indicated  by  reports  from 
mid=west  primary  marketSo    Howeverp  receipts  of  young  stock  at  mid=west 
primary  markets  were  below  the  quantities  marketed  last  yeaTc    For  the 
4=week  period  ended  September  9  receipts  of  young  stock  were  g  percent  below 
last  yearo    Twenty  percent  fewer  chickens  were  raised  on  farms  this  year 
than  lasto 

Marketings  of  fowl  are  continuing  to  run  ahead  of  19^3°    During  the 
U=.week  period  August  l2=September  9  receipts  of  fowl  at  mid=west  primary 
markets  were  32  percent  above  19^3°  large  receipts  of  fowl  reflect 

the  increased  number  of  layers  on  farms  early  this  year  compared  with  last 9 
and  a  culling  rate  about  the  same  as  in  19^3 o 

OUTLOOK 

BACKGROUND Tha  a-rerage  price  received  by  farmers  for  egga 
in  the  fourth  quarter  of  I9U3  and  the  first  quarter  of  19^^ 
was  ^5o7  cents  and  32o2  cents  per  dozens  respectively o  In 
terms  of  parity j,  these  prices  were  99  percent  for  October- 
December  19^30  and  100  percent  for  January^March  l$kk^ 
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For  the  6-month  period  October  19^3~^'^^arch  19^U,  the 
average  -price  received  "by  farmers  for  chickens  was  2h,l  cents 
■per  pound,  and  for  turkeys  it  was  31.9  cents  per  pound. 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  in  the  last  auarter  of  IQ^^  are 
expected  to  "be  moderately  "belovr  last  year,   since  the  quantity  of  shell  eggs 
available  for  domestic  distribution  will  be  greater  than  last  year.  Although 
egg  r)roduction  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  19^+^  will  probably  be  slightly  less 
than  last  year,  this  will  be  supplemented  by  larger  c-oid  storage  stocks  of 
shell  eggs,   so  that  total  available  suprilies  v/ill  be  at  least  as  large  as 
last  year.     Also  Crovernment  requirements  for  dried  eggs  during  October- 
December  proba'^ly  will  be  substantially  below  last  year, 

A  smaller-  number  of  layers  on  farms  is  expected  on  January  1,  19'^5» 
than  were  on  hand  Jan-<^y  1,  19'^^.     "3gg  production  in  the  first  quarter  of 
I9U5  will  bp  belo'-'  that  of  19^^.     However,  with,  laree  stocks  of  dried  egg 
now  on  hand,   dried  egg  -production  in  January-March  I9U5  may  be  much  less 
than  the  78,2  million  pounds  manufa.ctured  infhe  same  period  of  19^^.  If 
this  should  ha-p-pen,   su-pplies  available  for  civilian  uses  v/ould  be  greater 
than  in    the  first  ouarter  of  19'+^.     Accordi-ogly,   the  average  price  received 
by  farmers  in  Ja,nuary-March  may  be  low°r  in  19^5  than  in  19^4^. 

Although  turkey ^prodiicti on  in  -19^^  is  estimated  r-t  about  5OO  million 
pounds,  dressed  weight,  8  percent  above  last  year,  prices  received  by  far- 
mers for  turkeys  in  the  19'4U-I].5  marketing  season  will  be  at  least  as  high 
as  in  19^3"^^^.     Increased  m.ilitary  reouirements  for  turkeys  over  last  year 
v/ill  leave  slightly  less  turkey  meat  available  for  civilians.     With  consu- 
mer incomes  about  the  same  as  last  year,   there  is  likely  to  be  a  repetition 
of  last  year's  situation  v;hen  available  supr;lies  failed  to  meet  the  dem^and 
at  ceiling  levels. 

Farm  marketings  of  chickens  (excluding  broilers)  will  probably  reach 
a  peak  in  October,     With  one-fifth  fev.rer  chickens  raised  in  19^-^  than  in 
19^3 >  the  available  quantity  of  chicken  meat  for  civiliajis  in  the  next  fev; 
m.onths  will  be  substantially  smaller  than  in  the-  same  months  of  l'^kj)~kk. 
Prices  to  consumers  for  poultry  meat  in  the  October  19^3^March  19^^  period 
were  at  or  near  ceiling  levels,     V/ith  only  minor  changes  in  ceiling  prices 
from  last  year,  it  is  expected  that  prices  received  by  farmers  for  chickens 
will  not  show  much  change  in  October  19HU-March  19^5  from  those  in  the  same 
period  of  lSk}-kk. 

SHELL  EGG  HOLDINGS  AH  35  MARKETS  AS  A  BASIS  FOR  ESTIMTING 

TOTAL  COLD-STORAGE  HOLDINGS 

Many  members  of  the  egg  industry  use  the  holdings  of  shell  eggs  re- 
ported weekly  for  35  markets  as  a  basis  for  estimating  total  U.   S.  cold- 
storage  stocks  of  shell  eggs.     The  -procedure  is  to  use  the  holdings  of  the 
35  markets  a=!  a  -percentage  of  the  total,  and  then  estimate  total  holdings. 
In  the  -past  2  years,  however,  estimates  based  on  earlier  relationships 
between  the  ^5  m.arket  and  total  holdings  have  not  been  accurate  because  of 
changes  in  the  -pro-portion  of  the  total  held  at  the  35  markets. 
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Storage  holdings  at  35'  n:ar>ets  as  percentage  of 
total  United  States  stocks,  first  of  nionth, 
iij:)ril-Deceiriber,  1931-^- 


/ear 

. -  May  1 

Jijur:  1 

'  oul  1  [  Aug  1  ' 

Ser.t  1 

Oct  1 

Dec  1 

Percent 

—  — 

;  Percent 

■»  fi  a  ■\- 

"D  p  -y  >^ 

Percent' 

Percent  P 

*^rc-nt 

-931 

75. 

.  7'^ 

75 

la 

7^ 

75 

75 

■  78 

932 

70 

72 

72 

7? 

73 

73  ■ 

72 

7c 

^33 

72 

72 

75 

/  0 

ID 

76 

77 

SO 

S3 

-93''+  • 

75 

73. 

73 

7U. 

7^- 

7^  ■ 

714- 

/6. 

■935 

;  6b 

67 

70 

.' X  ■ , 

71 

.  71 

72 

72 

-936 

66 

70 

72 

73  . 

7^ 

75 

7S 

82 

-937 

68 

70 

72 

7-z 

7-^ 

yu 

7^ 

77 

■933 

71 

75 

77 

11  - 

11 

78 

79 

82  . 

87 

^939 

:  66 

71 

7U  . 

76  ■ 

-76 

76 

77 

.  79 

81 

:  7^ 

72 

76 

77 

77 

77 

£C 

S3 

19^1 

65 

71 

■7^  .. 

75 

77 

78- 

80 

■  8b 

19 1x2 

:  59 

65 

69 

70 

70 

70 

70 

10^43 

.  59 

.58 

60 

62  ,  • 

62.: 

.  Gh- 

■  66 

67 

19 

:  63 

61 

57 

52 

55 

61 

Prior  to 

15^-1-2  the. 

35  iHarkets 

held, 

.  on  the 

average 

,  "between 

7C  and 

78  -oercent  of  the  total  holdings^     "he  variation  from  nonth  to  month,  v/1  th 
fev7  exceptions,  i-'as  n-.inor,  and  the  estimate  of  total  holdings  "based  on  pre- 
vious relationships  "oroved  to  "be  fairly  accurate.     In  19^2,  hov/ever,  "he  ini- 
tiation of  the  dried  egg  program  led  to  the  storage  of  shell  eggs  outside 
the  large  n-c.rkets  close  to  drj^ing  plants.     This  trend  continued  in  19^3» 
primarily  "because  of  an  increase  in  the  egg-drying  program  and  a  tightening 
of  the  cold  storage  situation.     In  19"^^.  v;hen  egg  production  reached  an 
all-time  high  and  large  xiurchases  of  shell  eggs  v.-ere  nade  by  W?A  for  -orice- 
supiDorting  TDurposes,  it  v;as  foijind  necessary  to  use  storage  space  in  out-of- 
way  places^     As  a  result,  the  percentage  of  the  total  represented  "by  hold-- 
ings  in  the  55  ^-arkits  has  become  smaller,     Jurthermore,  the  variations  from 
nonth  to  month  increased  greatly  in  19-U,     Thus  estimates  "based  on  the  hold- 
ings at  the  j,^  narkets  have  varied  widely  from  the  total  holdings  as  reported 
in  the  Month-ly  Gold  Storage  Re-ocrt, 


